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Marxist philosophy holds that the most important 

problem does not lie in understanding the laws of 

the objective world and thus being able to explain 

it, but in applying the knowledge of these laws 

actively to change the world. 

China ought to have made a greater contribution 

to humanity. 
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F O R E W O R D  

Molii~t Jolliio L I I ~ I ~ I I M ,  011 the l3orcler of China and Nepal, is the world's 
liight~st peak, towcbri~ig sheer l111d 111ajestic ill the Himalayan range. The rnoun- 
tail1 is covei.ed ill 1)et.petual snow with c.~.ystnllil~e glaciers and l>resents a mag- 
n i f i ( , r ~ ~ t  wer1e1'y that ill(,ll~(ltls in its foothills dense forests arid lush grasslancts 
si~l)l~oi-t ing floe-ks arid herds and aboui~il i i~g in natural resources. 

Si~lcae the fou~lding of the I'eople's Republic. of China, under the leadership 
a 1 ~ 1  clost3 i~ttct l t ioi~ of our grclat lei~d(hr ( 'ha i rnla l~  3lao Tsetuiig n ~ l d  the Clhi~iesc 
Conirr~unist I'alaty, several exl~etlitior~s of ~ c i ~ i ~ t i f i c .  workers organized to go to 
the Tibet Mount Jolrno Luiigrna i.egion to i~lvestigate the Tibetan Plateau's 
natural resources i ~ i l c l  physical co~~t l i t io i~s  hare  gained much ~iiaterial val~lahle 
in tlevelopiilg China's southwest fl-ontit'r. 011 May 25, 1960 tlie Chinese 510~11- 
t a i r ~ e ~ r i n g  Expe t l i t io~~  to hfo1111t Jolnlo Lu~lgnia reached the sulnnlit from the 
north side for  the f irst  tirue. 

Duriug the Orrat  l ' ~ ~ ) l e t a ~ ~ i i l n  Cultural Revolution, a Tibet Scientific Rxpedi- 
tion was orgaiiized of sc.ie~~tific research, production and education units, tlie 
Chinese Peol~le 's  Libel.atio11 Al-nly and the Chinese Mourltaineering Teanr. I11 

accordance with ('hairman Mao's instruction that  "China ought to have made 
a greater contribution to humanity," and with the energetic assistance and slip- 
port of the Tibetan working people, the Scientific Expedit io~l carried out fro111 
1966-68 c.omp~.ehensive i~~vestigations in tlie Mount Jolrlio Lungn~a  ~Segion houth 
of the y a l ~ i t s a ~ ~ g p o  River, from Yatung in  the east to Chilung in the west, corering 
an  area of about 50,000 square kilometres. 

Among the subjects included in  the survey were geology, palaeontology, 
Quaternary geology, physical geography, glaciology and geomor~~liology, meteor- 
ology aiid solar radiation, biology and high altitude physiology, geodesy and 
geophysics. 

Guided by Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line, the Chiliese 
Scientific Expeditiorl feared neither hardship nor danger and, i n  the three 
years of exploration, not only obtained valuable scientific data necessary to 
developing the socialist ecoliomic construction of the Tibetan Autonomous Re- 
gion, but also gained important scientific gromids fo r  argumentation in  study- 
ing the Himalayan upheaval and its effect on nature and l iun~an  activity. A 
Plzotoyraphic Record of the Mount Jolmo Lungma Scientific E~peditiort is a 
factual introduction to  the undertakings of the Scientific Expedition and some 
of i ts  achievements in scientific research. 

"Land of incomparable beauty! " This  photographic albmn not only shows 
the natural features of the Mount Jolmo Lungnla region, enabling readers to 
visualize the lovelilless and splendour of China's great socialist land, but ,  what 
is more, also denionstrates that  the Chinese people, who have lofty aspirations 
and ability, will certainly reach and  surpass advanced world levels to attail1 the 
world's scientific surnrnit in  the riot too distant future. 

The Editor 
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Mk. Jolmo Lungmq 
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Mt. Jolmo Lurrg;rrm as seen looking south from a point 
.5,600 m on the ridge lying east of  Rongbuk Lamrreery. 
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